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Types of Wood  

There are three types of wood, Softwood, Hardwood and Manufactured Boards.  

 

Softwood Coniferous trees (trees that keep their needle-like leaves 
throughout the year) provide softwood. They can grow quickly with 
straight trunks. They are often grown in plantations and are replaced 
when they are cut down. The wood is quite cheap and is used in the 
building industry for windows and doors etc. When the trunk is 
converted the waste is used for making paper and card.  

 

 

 

Hardwood Deciduous trees (trees that lose their large 
leaves every winter) provide hardwood. They grow 
slowly and sometimes have twisted trunks. They are 
often not replaced when cut down. The wood is costly 
and is used for fine furniture and wooden toys, etc.  

Note: The difference between softwood and hardwood 
is a biological difference, not one of softness and 
hardness. The softest wood is Balsa - it is a hardwood!  

 

 

Manufactured Boards are made from the waste 
wood left over from conversion. They use thin sheets 
(plywood), small blocks (blockboard), wood chips 
(chipboard) and wood fibres (fibreboard). They are 
generally cheaper than solid wood and can be made 
into large sheets that do not warp or twist easily.  
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Plywood  

Made from thin sheets of 
wood (veneers), glued 
together with the grain 
direction at 90° to the one 
next to it. They always have 
an odd number of layers 
3,5,7 etc. to reduce warping  

Medium Density Fibreboard (MDF)  

Made from fine wood 
fibres, compressed and 
glued together. When in 
use it is normally covered 
by a plastic coating or 
hardwood veneer.  

 

Blockboard  

Strips of softwood are glued 
together and then 
sandwiched between two 
hardwood veneers. The 
edges look rough and are 
often covered with a thin 
hardwood strip  

Hardboard  

Made by compressing 
and gluing pulped 
wood. It is smooth on 
one side and rough on 
the other.  


